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MINUTE OF WEST END COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON TUESDAY 10TH MAY 2016 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Peter Menzies 
Sandra McDowall 
Mary Mackenzie 
Ann Prescott 
Iain Iveson 
Alan Young 
George Chalmers 
Margaret Hubbard 
Pat Orr 
Lydia Dorward 
Judy Robertson  
Councillor Bill Campbell 
Councillor Fraser Macpherson 
Councillor Richard McCready 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Natalie Mackland, Neighbourhood Services 
John Kennedy,  City Development 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
Councillor Vari McDonald 
Andrew McBride 
Scott Robertson 
Laura McDermott 
Barry Millar 
 

  ACTION 
1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 

 
 

 Peter Menzies welcomed all to the meeting and apologies were noted as 
above. 
 

 

2. BLACKNESS LIBRARY – JOHN KENNEDY 
 

 

  John Kennedy informed that he had deployed an officer with Health and 
Safety expertise on site at Blackness Library over a number of visits both 
daytime and evening.  It was reported that there had been no recorded 
accidents at the site and that the only concern the officer had was in 
relation to the bottom step which, because of the run of the footway into 
the bottom step was an uneven step away.  He proposed that yellow paint 
be used to highlight the edge of the bottom step.  Following conversation 
with the planners they were accepting of that but not on every step. 
 

 

 Ann Prescott intimated that Historic Scotland say that it is ok to have lines 
on steps and that they are very keen to see historic buildings accessible 
by all.  She argued that there shouldn’t be a response after an accident 
has occurred and further reported that there were lots of historic buildings 
in the University Campus with white lines along all steps on the approach 
to entrance ways.. 
 

 

 Some discussion was had about the clarity of white or yellow lining with 
some discrepancies in views expressed. 
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 ACTION 
 

 It was agreed that the Community Council would gather evidence of 
historic buildings in the University Campus where lining has been used. 
Discussions will then be reopened with the Conservation Officer. 
 

Ann Prescott 

   
 Opening it to the floor, those in attendance supported the intention of the 

Community Council to mark/differentiate between the steps using painted 
lining and the consensus view was that there should be white paint on all 
steps. 
 

 

 Understanding that John’s requirement is to prioritise the repairs and 
maintenance budget across the city, some discussions was had about the 
possibility of the Community Council offering some funds towards or 
obtaining an award to make this happen.  Community Council members 
were agreeable to pursuing this. 
 

 

3. POLICE SCOTLAND UPDATE 
 

 

 No Police Scotland personnel in attendance.  Natalie confirmed date and 
time of meetings and will make further contact with Elise Wilson to ensure 
representation in June 
 

 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTE OF 12TH APRIL AND MATTERS ARISING 
 

 

 Following some amendments submitted by Andrew McBride the minute 
was proposed as an accurate record.  Proposed by Sandra McDowall and 
seconded by Iain Iveson. 
 
Natalie to make available to Iain for the website. 
 

 
 
 
 
Natalie 

5. MATTES ARISING 
 

 

 Scottish Water – Proposed Works at Perth Road 
 

 

 Further update in relation to bin collection while works are on site.  
Environment section has confirmed that they will try to service as best as 
possible, on usual service days, all premises within the works site.  This 
may result in vehicle refuse lorries having to take short detours down side 
streets in order to clear the back up of vehicles along Perth Road.   
 

 

 Scottish Water will be in attendance along with West End Community 
Council at Westfest on 5th June in order to share further information about 
proposed works. 
 

 

 Not linked but for noting – Perth Road west of Sinderins to West Park 
Road is currently closed for resurfacing works.  Buses are being diverted 
via Blackness Avenue, Blackness Road and Glamis Road and the reverse 
for three weeks from Monday 9th May. 
 

 

 V & A at Dundee City Council 
 

 

 Peter Menzies met with Roger Mennie and the Chief Executive David 
Martin regarding communications from West End Community Council. 
 

 

 In relation to original concerns about the McClelland Report  and the lack 
of contact with West End Community Council, the Chief Executive 
reiterated that West End Community Council was one of the 30 
organisations/individuals submitted.  It was not the City Council’s position 
to dictate who he spoke with. 
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  ACTION 
 The Chief Executive did apologise in relation to the lack of response to 

communications.  He was awaiting information from City Council Officers 
and should have given a holding response. 
 

 

 David Martin, the Chief Executive reiterated that he very much values the 
views provided by the West End Community Council and hopes that 
relations, moving forward, will be on a positive footing. 
 

 

 Travellers Issues 
 

 

   
 Some of the travelling community have again been and gone from the 

Technology Park site.  There is an ongoing issue of site security which has 
again been raised with the owners/agents. 
 
Parking 
 
Peter shared a paper/proposal detailing available parking in under used 
City Council carparks.  He suggested that DCC could implement a scheme 
to offer under occupied space on the upper floors of multi storey car parks 
for £1/day.  He argued that this would move some cars off west end streets 
as it would be affordable to all and generate income in the process. 
 
Following consideration, it was argued that this would simply move drivers 
who are paying more for car parking into the cheaper spaces and that any  
solution had to address those who were currently parking for free on 
street. 
 

 

 4G Mast 
 

 

 Fraser provided information in relation to the upgrade of mobile phone 
masts which he confirmed can affect TV/Freeview reception. 
 

 

 Individuals affected by this can call a number and they will be sent a filter 
to install or an engineer can be sent to do this. The helpline number is 
0808 1313 800.   
 

 

 It was noted, however, that this is not always the problem and the filter will 
not always provide a solution. 
 

 

 City Church 
 

 

 Natalie and Richard have both separately pursued correspondence with 
City Development in relation to this.  Richard to feedback to Barry Stocks 
of City Church.   
 

Cllr McCready 

6. PROMOTION OF PERTH ROAD RETAIL AREA 
 

 

 Despite recent press coverage painting a positive picture of the retail 
environment at Perth Road (featuring in the top 100 destinations in the 
country), anecdotal evidence suggests otherwise.  It was noted that yet 
another retailer, Utopia is to close at the end of this month. 
 

 

 Much discussion followed in relation to what could be done to enhance the 
Perth Road as a visitor/shopping destination and those present all felt that 
the biggest problem in relation to this is parking and the lack of access to 
short term, turnaround. 
 

 

 Fraser reported that he had again raised a motion at Committee asking 
that Transportation colleagues review parking following the negative reply 
to the residents parking scheme.  This was not confirmed and Transport 
colleagues are currently looking at other parts of the city.   
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 Local elected members are meeting with Gregor Hamilton, Head of 

Planning and Economic Development in the near future to discuss and 
consider how best the Perth Road district shopping centre can be 
supported by the City Council. 
 

 

 It was agreed that there was a role for the Community Council in 
promoting the Perth Road area and that we needed the right thing 
happening now before the picture worsens. 
 

 

  ACTION 
 The Traders Association which was formed a few years back went into 

abeyance but there is no reason why this shouldn’t be revisited.  W ith 
support from Community Council this may be a stronger organisation.   
 

 

 The discussion then focused entirely on parking and the need for the 
Council to adopt a more proactive, solution focused effort to identify what 
would work best in the West End. 
 

 

 Local elected members and Community Council to speak with  the Director 
of City Development regarding parking issues, the area requires a  
localised solution.   
 
It was suggested that a Transport Manager from City Development be 
invited to a future meeting to hear first hand the concerns.   
 

Peter 
 
 
 
Peter 

7. COMMUNITY COUNCIL PRESENCE AT WEST FEST 
 

 

 It was agreed that the stall would be shared with Scottish Water.  Iain, 
Peter, Scott Robertson and Alan Young will attend at various points across 
the day. 
 

 

 Peter to speak with Natalie about what materials are required to advertise 
the Community Council. 
 

Peter/ Natalie 

8. FUTURE SPEAKERS 
 

 

 Suggestions included Barry Millar, Head Teacher of Harris Academy who 
Natalie would invite for the 14th June meeting.   
 
Jay Grant, Operations Manager in the Environment Section to speak about 
Perth Road and the financial challenges facing the green space 
maintenance budget.   
 
Derrick Lang from the Airport in the new session. 
 

Natalie 

9. PLANNING UPDATE 
 

 

 Bellfield Avenue HMO was refused.   
 

 

 Local residents in Kelso Place/Jedburgh Road had concerns about 
overlooking from the new development adjacent to them in Blackness 
Road.  The developers sought to remove the condition of installing 
screening at appropriate points. Appeal was refused. 
 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 

 No matters of correspondence. 
 

 

11. REPORTS FROM OTHER MEETINGS 
 

 

 Ann Prescott attended a recent Jericho House Open Day which was a 
great success in networking between various addiction services. 
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12. A.O.C.B. 

 
 

 Community Spirit Action Group had their AGM last week and elected a 
new Committee of 4. 
 

 

 Information was shared in relation to the Red Squirrels Trust who will 
provide support to eliminate grey squirrels. 
 

 

 

  ACTION 
 

 Some discussion had about the impact that the students at Harris 
Academy will have when it reopens in the autumn.  It was agreed that 
approaches should be made to Environmental Health Section to ensure 
that litter wardens etc. are on site and ready to target litter louts in August.  
Natalie to inform Bill Campbell and ask that he raises with appropriate 
officers and makes this request. 
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Campbell 

 The Head Teacher of Harris Academy Barry Millar has extended an 
invitation to the Community Council to attend a tour of the new facility on 
13th June at 6.30 p.m.  A show of hands showed 12 people keen to attend.  
Natalie to confirm numbers with Barry. 
 

 
 
Natalie 

 Concern about all day parking at Bridgeview restaurant and the Tay Bridge 
Memorial Disaster on Riverside.  Fraser confirmed that Engineers were 
dealing with this and that paperwork has been promoted to implement a 2 
hour waiting restriction which will provide turnaround.  In addition it was 
noted that the playing fields to the west of the formal car park will be 
resurfaced as part of the river defence works. 
 

 

 Glenagnes Street garages have now been demolished although the area 
which is to be used for car parking seems not to be being used to capacity.  
It was felt that it would take a little while for the word to spread that the  
site is now available. 
 
Garden railing at the Logie estate are to be painted by community 
service/payback clients 
 
Friends of Magdalen Green will host their AGM on 19th May at 7pm in 
Dundee West Church, speaker Keith Walker.. 
 
 
 

 

   
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 14th June 2016 at 7pm in Logie and St John’s (Cross) Church 
Hall 
 

 

   
 


