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WEST END COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

HELD ON 14TH OCT 2014 

IN LOGIE AND ST JOHN’S (CROSS) PARISH CHURCH HALLS 
 
 
PRESENT:  
 
Andrew McBride 
Alan Young 
Laurie Edmond 
Councillor F Macpherson 
Len Jamieson 
Councillor Vari McDonald 
Councillor Bill Campbell 
Jo Veal  
and about 12 members of the community. 
 
APOLOGIES:  
 
Ann Prescott 
Natalie Mackland 
Councillor R McCready 
Margaret Hubbard 
Bernard Senior 
Police Rep 
 
 
1. GUEST SPEAKER –DERRICK LANG, MANAGER, DUNDEE AIRPORT  
 
 Dundee Airport has planning permission to operate between 6am and 10pm.  The current 

opening hours are 06-45 to 21-00 Monday-Friday, 09-00 to 17-00 Saturday and 09-15-21-00 
Sunday. 

 
 The airport has a staff of 59 which deal with air traffic control, security, fire service, admin and 

handling, refuelling, snow clearance and de-icing and bird control.  Additionally there are; staff 
at Tayside Aviation, engineers for Loganair, catering staff, cleaners and hire car and taxi 
operators. 

 
 There has been a fall in aircraft and passenger numbers following the loss of the London City 

route.  Currently there is only 1 scheduled service which operates to London Stansted.  This 
is a heavily subsidized service provided by Loganair on a 2 year PSO (Public Service 
Obligation).  The flight costs are expensive as the route aims to top slice the Dundee 
business market.  The premium for convenience and free parking is considered to be in the 
region of £50 to £80 pounds. 

 
 Dundee Airport also accommodates; helicopter traffic, Tayside Aviation and non-scheduled 

services such as those providing transport for golf tournaments. It provides fire training and 
provides tours to interested groups.  

 
 Despite the public cost and noise generated, generally people are very supportive of the 

airport and consider it to be an asset to Dundee.   
 
2.  Adoption of the minutes of 9th September 2014 was proposed by Alan Young and seconded 

by Laurie Edmond following corrections of the spelling of the names Derrick Lang and Peter 
Downes in section 8.  

 
3.  Planning: The Riverside flats development continues to generate unfavourable comments 

particularly in terms of its appearance, the damage it causes to the views of the Rail Bridge 
from Seabraes and the requirement to narrow the main Ambassador Route into Dundee to a 
single carriageway to accommodate the pavement in front. 
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 Following complaints that the version of the Riverside Flats currently being built was different 
again from the Duncarse version (which involved major design changes) signed off by DCC, 
without any form of consultation, the exact changes were investigated.  It should be noted 
firstly that no version of the plans match the picture being used to advertise the flats.   

 
 Given that the Duncarse materials description was vague and possibly also erroneous (e.g. 

the colour of the cement render was proposed to be sulphur yellow), that historically the 
Planning Department has some control over final colour and materials and that the first block 
has already been built, the value of an official complaint was questioned.  An assurance that 
there would be no repeat of this incident has previously been obtained from Dundee City 
Council’s Chief Executive by the Civic Trust.  

 
 It was reported that the Developers are having great difficulty in selling any of the units and a 

quick check of the website revealed that out of 202 only 1 (a penthouse) had been reserved.  
  
 The cycle path at the bottom of the Seabraes steps will be closed until next Spring to facilitate 

the building of the pedestrian foot bridge over the railway.   
 
4.  Correspondence is passed onto interested parties by email.  Of note were the West End 

Conservation Areas Proposals highlighting the value of vistas and the directory of Dundee 
City Council’s property assets such as the playing fields on Taits Lane and the pathway 
adjacent to Seymour Lodge.   

 
5.  West End Xmas Fortnight 2014.  Starting on Saturday 22nd November events include a 

social evening for Community Groups at the Vine (Wed 3rd Dec).  Attention was also drawn 
to the University Botanic Gardens Family Open Day, Saturday 18th October. 

 
6.  There were complaints that bins are being left on pavement (Seymour Street).  This complaint 

will be passed on to the relevant authority and usual procedures followed. 
 
 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9-00 pm.   
 
7.  Date of the next meeting: Tuesday  11th November 2014. 
 
 


